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COMMITTEE ON
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

April 13, 1971

Dear Mr. Helms:

‘The traffic in hard narcotics, the opium derivatives, s
among the most insidious and deadly threats to our domes-
tic safety and well-being,

These drugs destroy hundreds of thousands of lives each

year, and the number is growing rapidly. Beyond that, CONG
hard drug addiction authors a vast proportion of all

other crime--as much as 90 percent in New York City, cor
example--which is committed by users seeking funds to

sustain their habits. A recent study in the District of

' Columbia found that 45 percent of a sampling of the D.C,

jail population was addicted to heroin.

This general grave concern is now coupled with the more
recent problem of hard drug addiction acquired by Uniced
States servicemen returning from Indochina., The Commtis—
sioner of New York's Addiction Services Agency has writ-
ten to me that,

"Most recent reports on drug addiction and drug
abuse do indicate that there is an increase in
these phenomena among American servicemen and
there is very little doubt that a significantly
greater part of New York servicemen returning
to civilian life have been or are addicted, or
have developed a propensity to addiction,"

Dr. Robert DuPont, director of Washington D.C,'s Narcotics
Treatment Administration, reports that his agency has un-
dertaken a systematic study of the relationship betwean
military service and heroin use. He told me recently that,
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"our earlier investigations showed that about

25 percent of the heroin addict patients in
treatment with the Narcotics Treatment Admin-
istration, and about 25 percent of the heroin
addicts admitted to the D.C. jail, are veterans, '

Last year the Veterans Administration established the
treatment of drug dependence as a special medical prou-
ram, including plans for 30 specialized units for the
rehabilitation of drug dependent veterans., V.A. Admii-
istrator Donald Johnson has advised me that his agency
is not in a position to assess the true magnitude of
this problem.,

Tn his State of the World Message, President Nixon dguite
properly singled out plans to deal with the international
sources of supply of heroin as an essential, central etle=
ment  in any serious effort to control this vicious drug.
He indicated that the Administration has worked closely
with a number of governments, particularly Turkey, Fraace,
and Mexico, to seek an end to illicit production and
smuggling of narcotics.

On the basis of this background, I am deeply disturbed by
reports, including those contained in the current issue of
Ramparts Magazine, that the vast majority of all hercin pro-
Juction comes not from Turkey, not from France or Mexico,
but from Southeast Asia, and that U,S, policy and personnel,
instead of discouraging this traffic, have actually zssisted
1ts growth. B

I would very much appreciate your comments on the following
points raised in the enclosed article:

(1) The report that, according to the United Nations
" commission on Drugs and Narcotics, at least 80
percent of the world's 1200 tons of illicit

\51;?6 opium comes from Southeast Asia, According toO

an Iranian report to a United Nations seminar

daf on the subject, some 83 percent of the worlid's
illegal supply originates in the Fertile Triangle
roqgion which includes parts of Durma, northern
Thailand and Laos.
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(2) The report that Nationalist Chinese or Kuoi.ing-
tang forces operating in that region contro. and
profit from the opium trade, that these for:2:
supplement their income by performing missio.s
for the United States, and that the Burmese 0V-
ernment has protested this activity both to : he
United States and the United Nations.

(3) The report that opium is the basic source crt .i-
come For Mco tribesmen in Linos, and thatlt G2 oo
Vanyg Pao, comnander G hao counlteriipinige ey
forces made up of Meo tribesmen and supporteu oy
the United States, uses aircraft suppliec zy Tnils
country to transport opium from the surrourding
area to the base of Long Chendg.

(4) The report that General Ouane Rathikoure oi <xe
Royal Laotian Army exercies broad contrcl ever
the opium traffic in Laos, including owrersilp
of several "cookers'" for refining it, and tz.¢ ne
-and other interested parties transport raw ooium
in equipment supplied by the United States To.iitarvy
assistance program,

(5) The implication that opium production and cc.lec-
tion in Laos is conducted with the knowiedce of
Central Intelligence Agency officials, particular-
ly in the area surrounding Long Cheng, and tnat
CIA opcrations therc actually scrve to pros cot
these supplies and facilitate their movcment.

(6) The report that high Vietnamese officials, in-
cluding Vice President Ky, have been and miy cur-
rently be involved in the transport of opium from
the Fertile Triangle region to. Saigon and in its
distribution there. '

Certainly these reports, along with others in the ar:c.cle,
warrant a thorough investigation. Indeed, considering our
dotermination to cnd the menace of heroin addiction in Cthis
country, I will be surprised if such an investigatioa has
not already been completed and if we are not currently
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involved in vigorous diplomatic efforts to close off —:hLis
source, Considering the number of independent source:s
which have reported knowledge of vast opium productio: in
the Fertile Triangle region, it seems to me that it woudld
be impossible for it to escape the attention of U.S, zicen-
des operating there.

Along with your comments on the points listed above I
would, thercfore, very much appreciate a report on in.iiae-
Liven tho Unitoed States hous undertaken Lo cul ofEf thi:
major source ol oplum supply, including any restrictroas

on military assistance aimed at preventing the use Or ..ner-
jican equipment in collecting and transporting this treich-
erous commodity,

Sincerely,

>l ’?}w

J-,,/"' s 3 PSR ey
George@ﬁcGovern ’

Honorable Richard Helms, Director
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C. 20505
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